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No. 9, 2-6-2T, of the Georgia Pacific logging operation at Siletz, Oregon, is pic- 

tured here lettered C. D. Johnson Lumber Co., former owners of the operation. 

No. 9 made the last run on the railroad on the last day of 1959. Engineer Floyd 

Kirkland, who had been with the railroad since 1926, swung down from the cab, 

patted the little Baldwin tankfr, and strode off to the shop office with tears 
in his eyes.—Photo by John P. Carrick 
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OVER THE EDITOR’S 
TRAIN SHEET 


From a number of complaints 
it appears that certain subscribers 
in the east did not receive issue 
240 (Nov.-Dec., 1959) which fea- 
tured the Santa Fe Railway in 
Arizona. If you missed it, drop us 
a postcard with your name and 
address. 

This month we publish the third 
and last section of our feature on 
“The Steam Dummies of San 
Francisco.” We plan to put the 
three sections together in a book- 
let later this year. The planned 
booklet editions of “Early Day 
Trolleys of the East Bay” and 
“Carson and Colorado” are partly 
printed, but have been delayed in 
the cover and bindry departments. 

A special issue on the ‘“Peta- 
luma and Santa Rosa Electric 
Railroad” is now in the works and 
should be issued shortly. It will 
contain the illustrated material 
from issue 148 with a new text 
and additional pictures. Stan Bor- 
den has done a wonderful job 
with this. 

Also on hand is a fine feature 
on the street railway system of 
Phoenix, Arizona. We can use 
roster material and additional pic- 
tures of the early electric cars. 

A joint project with the Bay 
Area Electric Railroad Associa- 
tion is being prepared on the 
“Milwaukee Road _ Electrifica- 
tion.’”’ Anyone with photos or ma- 
terial should contact Insley Brain 
Jr., 665 Walavista Ave., Oakland 
12, California — immediately. 


PULLMANS RETURNED 


A large number of Pullman 
cars up to now held by the Army 
for emergency use have been 
turned back to the owning rail- 
roads. The SP found themselves 
with 70 such cars which will be 
scrapped or converted into main- 
tenance of way cars. 


The Western Railroader e 


RAILWAY AGE 


The SANTA FE 
is testing a three- 
level flat car for 
automobile ship- 
ments with “super- 
shock-control” un- 
derframe. The 5312- 

foot car carrying eight standard 
American cars is the prototype of 
an 88-foot car planned to carry 
12 standard or 15 compact cars. 


UNION PACIFIC has started 
construction of a 563-mile micro- 
wave system between Omaha, 
Neb., and Laramie, Wyo. Ogden, 
Utah, is reported as “home base” 
for a missile assembly and re- 
fitting facility under an Air Force 
plan for roving Minuteman-mis- 
sile trains for operation over 
railroads in the northern and 
northwestern portions of the U.S. 
The plan calls for development 
of railroad cars from which solid- 
fueled Minuteman missiles can 
be launched. 


GREAT NORTHERN has placed 
the following orders for equip- 
ment: 250 50-ton box cars and 10 
85-ft. flat cars from ACF; 10 open 


top hoppers and 75 covered hop- 
pers from Pullman-Standard; 25 
mill type gondolas from Ortner; 
10 cabooses from International 
Car; and 200 insulated box cars 
for Western Fruit Express from 
Pacific Car & Foundry. 
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1960 Excursion Calendar 


March 20—(San Diego) Ferro- 
earril Sonora-Baja California by 
Ry. Historical Society of San Di- 
ego. 

March 26 — Bay Area Electric 
— Inspection of SN’s Colusa 
branch by WP Budd car from 
Oakland. 


March 26-27—(Los Angeles) 
Pacific RR Society party trip to 
Hearst Castle, San Simeon, via 
Southern Pacific. 

April 2-3 — Cal-Nevada Feath- 
er River Ry. trip “postponed till 
fall.” 


April 9-10—Central Coast—Re- 
peat of last year’s popular bus 
trip to Fort Bragg and the Cal 
Western Skunk. 


May 1—Pacific Coast Chapter 
R&LHS—Southern Pacific’s Ken- 
tucky House branch. 

May 8 — Nor-Cal McCloud trip 
indefinite; pending exchange of 
dates with R&LHS for San Sim- 
eon trip on this date. 

May 15 — Central Coast — 
Santa Fe and Sierra Railroad. 

May 21-22 — See May 8 ex- 
change. 

May 27-30 — Bay Area Elec- 
tric — Covering the Milwaukee 
electrification, going Western Pa- 
cific and returning Southern Pa- 
cific. 

June 5 — Pacific Coast Chap- 
ter R&LHS party trip to Rose- 
ville via SP regular train to dedi- 
cate Hal Wilmunder’s railroad and 
museum. 

June 11-12 — Nor-Cal — Crater 
Lake, using Shasta Daylight. 

July 2-4 — Cal-Nevada — Sou- 
thern Pacific all coach trip to 
Eugene, returning via Siskiyou 
line with nights in hotels at Eu- 
gene and Yreka, and covering 
OP&E at Cottage Grove and YW 
into Yreka. 

July 17 — Nor-Cal — Petaluma 
& Santa Rosa. 
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July 31 — Joint annual picnic 
trip to Big Trees. 

Sept. 2-5 —- Central Coast — 
Grand Canyon trip w th routing 


via California cutoff and Peavine 
during daylight hours, returning 
main line all the way. Full day 
at the canyon. 


Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn.— 
Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., Berk- 
eley 7, Calif. 

California-Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society—Arthur Lloyd Jr., 974 Pleasant 
Hill Road, Redwood City, Calif. 

Central Coast Railway Club — P.O. 
Box 783, San Jose, Calif. 

Northern California Railroad Club— 
Paul Von Hafften, 112 Arguello St., San 
Francisco 18, Calif. 

Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & 
Locomotive Historical Society — Don 
Thrall, 610 Arlington, Berkeley, Calif. 

Pacific Railroad Society—Box 5279, 
Metropolitan Station, Los Angeles 55, 
Calif. 

Railway Historical 
Diego—P.O. Box 
Calif. 

Southern California Chapter, R&LHS, 
P.O. Box 5011, Pasadena, Calif. 


Society 
9351, 


of San 
San Diego 9, 


SN COLUSA TRIP 
SATURDAY, MARCH 26 


A farewell to the Colusa Branch 
will be held March 26 when the 
Bay Area Electric holds a WP-SN 
Budd car trip from Oakland to 
Colusa. The Budd car will be run 
on Saturday leaving Oakland, 3rd 
& Washington, at 7:45 am. and 
returning by 9:30 p.m. The trip 
will visit the proposed site of the 
Northern California Electric Rail- 
way Museum at Colusa and in- 
spect the four streetcars stored in 
the Yuba City-Colusa area. In 
addition an electric freight motor 
will haul the car between Marys- 
ville and Yuba City over the sole 
remaining electric - powered 
freight operation in California. 
The fare is $18.00 for tickets prior 
to March 20 with a dollar extra 
after that date. Write: Vic Du- 
Brutz, 314 - 15th Street, Oakland 
12, Calif. 
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TOLEDO LOGGING 
LINE ENDS 


The Georgia-Pacific Lumber 
company ended its logging rail- 
road operating out of Toledo, Ore- 
gon, into the Camp George timber 
area on December 31. Trucks have 
taken over runs formerly operat- 
ed with four steam locomotives. 
Final Georgia-Pacific roster at the 
shops near Siletz were: 

1, 2-8-2, Baldwin, 1924 
3, 2-8-2, Baldwin, 1922 
5, 2-8-2, Baldwin, 1922 
9, 2-6-2T, Baldwin, 1924 

The number 9 made the final 
run. Georgia-Pacific still has a 
logging railroad nearby at Pow- 
ers, operated by a diesel with a 
former Coos Bay Lumber Com- 
pany steam engine in _ storage 
standby. 

Although about a dozen steam 
engines remain on standby in the 
state of Oregon, only those on the 
Peninsula Terminal at the Port- 
land stockyards are in active ser- 
vice.—John W. Granicher. 


COTTON BELT DIESELS 
ON SOUTHERN PACIFIC 


St. Louis Southwestern (Cotton 
Belt) passenger diesels have been 
transferred to the Southern Pa- 
cific as follows: 

SSW 300 and 301, Alco-GE 
2000 h.p. passenger units trans- 
ferred to Pacific lines SP in mid- 
December, 1959, were renumber- 
ed SP 6067 and 6068 on January 
13, 1960. 

SSW 306, GM-EMD 1500 h.p. 
FP-7A steam generator equipped 
61:16 gear ratio, was renumbered 
SP 6462 on January 6, 1960. 

With the closing of Santa Mar- 
garita, Calif., station on January 
29, helper units for the Cuesta 
grade, Santa Margarita to San 
Luis Obispo, are now being add- 
ed at Paso Robles.—Clyde E. 
Shifley. 
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SP BUYS DIESEL- 
HYDRAULIC ENGINE 


The South- 
ern Pacific has 
ordered one 
4000 h.p. 
Krauss - Maf- 


J i, fie diesel - hy- 
draulic loco- 


q N 
Cie motive to be 


built in Germany. The unit is to 
be mounted on two. six-wheel 
Krauss-Maffei pivotless trucks. 
The power plant is to include two 
Mayford 2000 h.p. MD-870 diesel 
engines, four stroke, V-type, 16 
cylinders each, to be connected 
with three converter turbo trans- 
missions. Each transmission will 
be connected to the three driv- 
ing axles of one truck by means 
of universal joints and gearing. 
Each diesel engine and its turbo 
transmission will drive one truck. 
Dynamic braking is provided by 
use of another turbine which 
forces oil through an orifice. Each 
end of the locomotive has a tur- 
bine transmission, then the dies- 
el engine, and then an air com- 
pressor which is connected to the 
engine. Each engine is over the 
truck it drives. The drive is com- 
pletely hydraulic and speed is 
changed by changing turbines of 
which there are three in each 
transmission. Electro-pneumatic 
control is used with 64-volt D.C. 
current, and this provides for 
multiple-unit operation. One 
change in the standard design 
is the use of American-style bolts 
— engines of this type in service 
in Europe have metric system 
bolts and nuts—BAERA Review. 


LINES 
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MILWAUKEE BRANCH 
CUT BACK 


A little - known 
branch of the Mil- 
waukee Road in 
Washington has 
had 7.3 miles of 
its end between 
Maple Falls and 
Glacier abandoned by order of 
the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission filed January 7. 


The branch line is a portion of 
the so-called Glacier Line Cut- 
off from Bellingham to Glacier 
which was built in 1900 by the 
Bellingham Bay and British Col- 
umbia Railroad and became the 
Bellingham and Northern in 1912. 
The Milwaukee Road acquired 
the line in 1918. 


The line connects with the 
Great Northern at Bellingham and 
via car-barge with the Milwaukee 
Road on Puget Sound. 

The rest of the line will remain 
in operation, but the portion to 
be abandoned has not seen ser- 
vice since October, 1957, when a 
contract logger took over the log- 
ging business formerly carried by 
rail to Bellingham. 


ST PAUL 
lef 7/4 


ICC HEARINGS SET 


The following hearings have 
been set by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission on pending 
railroad abandonments: 


March 21 at Douglas, Arizona, 
SP Tombstone branch, 9:30 a.m., 
city hall. 


March 22 at Douglas, Arizona, 
SP Mescal-Benson Jct., Douglas- 
Anapra, N.M., 9:30 a.m., city hall. 


March 28 at San Francisco, 
NWP portion of Sausalito branch, 
9:30 am., Federal Bldg., Civic 
Center. 
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SACRAMENTO NORTHERN 
SEEKS END OF 
COLUSA BRANCH 


The long-expected application 
by the Sacramento Northern to 
abandon the Sacramento River 
crossing of its Colusa branch and 
the portion west of the river was 
filed January 15. The SN has 
asked the ICC to abandon 8.7 
miles of line from Meridian on 
the Colusa branch to Colusa. Light 
traffic of but three to four cars 
per week on the average plus 
heavy maintenance on the Sac- 
ramento River bridge were given 
as the reasons for the plea. 

The Northern California Elec- 
tric Railway Museum is seeking 
to acquire the portion west of the 
river as an operating electric 
museum. Two Portland 
Traction cars are stored on the 


line now and the group expected 
the erect trolley wires again, as, if 
and when they acquire the line. 

A “farewell” excursion is be- 
ing operated by the Bay Area 
Electric Railway Association on 
March 26 with a WP Budd car 
from Oakland to Colusa and re- 
turn via WP and SN. 


railway 


SP CUTS ANOTHER 
PENINSULA AGENCY 


The SP has moved to remove 
the agent from the Belmont depot 
and has announced intent to re- 
move the agent from the San Car- 
los depot on its peninsula com- 
mute route. It has also indicated 
it would like to combine (as pro- 
posed by the Rapid Transit en- 
gineers) the Belmont and San 
Carlos stops into one at a point 
mid-way between the two towns. 
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ON LOCATION — Western Pacific's 94, 4-6-0, rolls into St. Helena depot for 
a station stop during filming of Walt Disney's feature production “Pollyanna.” 
WP furnished other railroad equipment which for the picture was relettered 
Watertown & Eastern. Also used as part of the 1912 era train was Lucius 
Beebe’s former private car “Gold Coast.” The movie features, besides the 
trim 94, Hayley Mills, Kevin Corcoran, Jane Wyman, and Adolphe Menjou. 
The Western Pacific was the last of the western Class I roads to issue a bulletin 
ending the use of steam power in revenue passenger service. It is undersiood 
that the only Class I road in the U.S. which now allows steam-powered 
excursion trains is the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, which at present is 
maintaining a 4-8-4 for the purpose.—Cut courtesy Western Pacific Mileposts. 


BOOK NOTES 


HAWAIIAN TRAMWAYS cover the public transport of the 
: x city from the early narrow gauge 
The latest offering of Pacific horse cars to the end of streetcar 
Railway Journal is a 32-page service by the Honolulu Rapid 
booklet on the streetcars of Hono- Transit shortly before World War 
lulu by Roy S. Melvin and Robert II. It is a big book 82x11 in paper 
Ramsay. The book is wonder-_ cover and is just $2.00 from Pa- 
fully illustrated and excellently cific Railway Journal, P.O. Box 
printed. The story and pictures 91, San Marino, California. 


The Western Railroader e@ Page Fourteen 





RAPID TRANSIT 


We wish to correct the item on 
the “San Francisco” portion of 
the rapid transit plans in the 
January issue. The plan describ- 
ed for San Francisco was the 
city’s plan rather than that of the 
Transit Authority. From all indi- 
cations the plan being pressed by 
the Rapid Transit Commission’s 
engineers is the original Geary 
Street subway plus the Market 


Street subway with elevated out 
Valencia Street to San Mateo 
County. 


The city’s committee has held 
conferences with the Southern 
Pacific on their proposal to put 
rapid transit on the SP’s right-of- 
way with two tracks for rapid 
transit and one track for the SP 
freight and LA passenger runs. 
The SP is reported as being fav- 
orable “provided that all of its 
present commuter operations are 
replaced by rapid transit’ — the 
article is not clear as to whether 
the SP is holding out for a com- 
plete line to San Jose, but the 
present official plan ends just 
south of Palo Alto and the SP 
has considerable traffic south of 
this terminal. 

The various boards of super- 
visors of the various counties are 
said to have a veto power over the 
official plans, but their actual 
power is only to vote to have 
their counties withdraw from the 
district if the plan is not satisfac- 
tory and in the absence of such 
a vote the plan will be considered 
“approved.” 

Various “alternate” plans sug- 
gested by the cities and counties 
are being “considered” by the 
engineers, but as of this writing 
no official changes have been 
made in the plan originally offer- 
ed by the Rapid Transit engineers 
based on the 1956 report set forth 
in issue 196. 
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ANOTHER “MAGIC 
CARPET” OUT 


The Municipal 

Railway of San 

Francisco has re- 

tired another of its 

“Magic Carpet” 

pre-PCC stream- 

liners with car 1005 taken out of 

service on January 28 — leaving 

the 1003 as the last of the type 
in service. 

As of November 15 all of the 
streetcars were equipped with the 
Grant Money Meter fareboxes 
which are a combination register 
and lock-box. 

As of the first of the year the 
Muni’s cable lines faced a series 
of stranding of the cables that 
shut down the lines for periods 
of several hours while splices 
were made.—BAERA Review. 


BAY BRIDGE 
CONVERSION 


The former 

bridge railway 

» area on the San 

Francisco - Oak- 

land Bay Bridge 

is being replaced 

by pre-cast concrete slabs. The 

work has reached the second tow- 

er to the east of San Francisco. 

As the concrete stretches east the 

rails are being taken up for about 

four bents in advance. Most of the 

track in the bridge yard had been 

removed by January 29 with the 

exception of the eastbound main 

line retained for the two-car work 

train that is hauled on to the 

bridge by a Burro crane for rail 
removal. 

The former railway terminal in 
San Francisco is now completely 
converted into a bus terminal and 
as of February 1 the Key buses 
have been joined by Greyhound’s 
Contra Costa commuter routes. 

—BAERA Review 
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ARNOLD B. JOSEPH, 2512 Trat- 
man Avenue, New York 16, N.Y., 
has back issues for sale of: TRAINS, 
RAILROAD, RAILROAD MODEL 
CRAFTSMAN, MODEL BUILDER, 
MODEL RAILROADER, HO 
MONTHLY, MODEL TRAINS, 
WESTERN RAILROADER, and 
N.R.H.S. BULLETINS, of all years, 
all in good shape. Lists, information 
sent for stamped envelope. Collec- 
tions also bought of these maga- 
zines. 








“ALBUM OF WESTERN LOCOMO- 
TIVES,” that popular railroad en- 
gine pictorial first published in 
1950 — 56 pages, 10’x6’” page size. 
A select group of western loco- 
motives from narrow gauge to 
standard gauge ... 4-4-0’s to Chal- 
lengers . .. Shays to mountain 
types. 41 railroads represented! 
Each engine picture is full page 
size. $2.50 postpaid. (California add 
10c for tax). Order today from — 


GUY L. DUNSCOMB 
1418 Fordham Ave., Modesto, Calif. 








The Mt. Rubidoux Chapter of PRS 
is offering a fancy “Pass” as an 
Honorary Member of its Museum 
for donations to its project to save 
SP steam locomotive 1765 for oper- 
ation on its leased right-of-way at 
Perris. A “lifetime’’ pass is issued 
for $10 or more with “trip” passes 
for donations of $1 or more. Send 
to William B. Garner, 180 J Street, 
San Bernardino, California. 
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CABLE CAR DAYS IN SAN 
FRANCISCO by Edgar M. Kahn. 
The story of the San Francisco 
cable cars. 150 pages, 7x10, hard 
cover, many pictures. $3.50 

BONANZA RAILWAYS by 
Gilbert Kneiss. The stories of the 
pioneer railroads of California 
and Nevada. Covers the San 
Francisco & San Jose, Sacramento 
Valley Railroad, Nevada County 
Narrow Gauge, Virginia & 
Truckee, Nevada Central, and 
Eureka & Palisade. Runs 148 
pages, 7x10 in hard cover, 47 pic- 
tures, and engine rosters. Revis- 
ed edition that added the Nevada 
County Narrow Gauge. $3.50 

Order from 
BOOK DEPARTMENT 
The Western Railroader 


P.O. Box 668 
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